CHAPTER I
THE SETTING FOR THE GERMAN ATTACK
ON MAY 10 Hitler sent his troops into Holland, Belgium and
Luxembourg, He chose the moment well For although there
had been repeated warnings of just such a German invasion,
the British and French Governments were neither of them in
a condition to react to the actual event in instant unison and
with a maximum of effectiveness.
The winter had offered both countries an opportunity to
improve their preparations against a Nazi attack in the west.
It gave them a chance to expand industrial plants, let contracts
in America, train pilots, improve fortifications. It provided a
chance for repairing political fences in the Balkans and, espe-
cially, in Turkey. It provided a chance for putting Mussolini
on the spot by offering him the bald alternative of war on the
Allied side or war on the side of Germany, a choice which in
the first phase of the conflict he could have answered in only
one way. It provided a chance for coming to an explicit under-
standing with Queen Wilhelmina and King Leopold about the
military steps to be taken in the event of a Nazi attack on their
two countries.
Some of these jobs were well done, or at any rate well
started. Some were bungled, and some neglected entirely-